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REPORT OF THE CIVIL LERONAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigotion of an Accident Involving Aircraft
During 2 Leerl Instruetion Flight

Charlos Joseph Heckman wes sericasly injured in cn aceident which
pceurred one nile south of the New Costle Airport, New Castle, Pennsylwvonan,
about 3 L0 pem. on July 16, 19L3. Heckman was a Vior Training Service
treinge in the elementary Navy course ~nd had occumulcted approximetely
2!, hours of flight training, about 7& of which werc solc. The nircraft,

o Piper J3L~76, NC L1007, ovmed by Finaley C, Wilson, was exbensively
dumeged.

*  Heckman took off from the New Castle iarport nt approximately 2 L5 pom.
and proceedcd to & procticc aren about 3 miles fror the zirport, where he
practiced wvarious maneuvers, Around 3 10 p.m., the pilot returned to the
airport ond just cs he wes about to ember the traffiec pattern, ot on altz-
tude of approximutely 600 feet, the engine bogan to lose power. Heckran
applied full throttle ard ccrburetor hcat rnd the engine picked up
momentarily, then stopped. The best field available was selected for an
emergency lending but during the pilok's attempt to lose altaitude by
rakimg "S" turns, he stalled the aireraft. It fell off %o the left ond
crashed on the nose and left wing sirultoneously ot an angle of about L5°,

Exaninntion of the wreek~ge revecled no evidence of failure of any port
of the aireroft prior te impact. Evidence indic-ted that the engine stoppage
wis causod by exhoustiorn of the fuel supply. Heclkman's instructor stated
thot he h'd made a visucl checlk of the fuel supply prior to the student's
toke-off and considsred .t ample for o one-hour flight. However, investi-
gation disclosed that the fusl gage ws 1naccurate. The student stated,

"1 picked out o field and headed i1ntc the wind. I thoughtI wrs going to
overshoot so I S-turned to lose 1titude. I believe I made the lnst turm
toc sharp 2nd lost flying specd.”

Thile the instructor's carclessress in dispatehing the student on a
flight xith an incdequate supply of fuel wes a contribubing frotoer, tne
dirzet eouse of this secident was fnilure of the pilot to maintain flying
spced while cttempting on cmergency landing.
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